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by Jackie Bartley 
Cloth Napkin 
''And here is love 
like a tinsmith's scoop 
sunk past its gleam 
in the meal-bin." 
"Sunlight" 
Seamus Heaney 
Taking a load of wash 
from the dryer, 
I finger the small, 
even stitches my mother sewed 
on a length of chambray years ago 
and marvel 
at her diligence, 
each patient stitch a perfect 
balance of tension 
between 
upper and lower threads. 
How spare and smooth 
her Singer's wheel and shuttle 
must have moved to bind 
the thin, 
folded edges. Like bees 
worrying the summer air, 
nestling in the hostas' pale 
trumpets, the clover's 
flushed heart. 
She chose 
these remnants from 
yardage sale tables, 
her anxious hands anticipating 
company, long, leisurely evenings 
of hospitality 
jackie Bartley teaches part-time at Hope 
College and has recent work in Tar River 
Poetry and Spillway. 
that never came. 
F a r  f r o m  r i c h  a n d  s l i g h t l y  
b e t t e r  o f f  t h a n  p o o r ,  
s h e  a n d  m y  f a t h e r  
w o r k e d  t o  m a k e  e n d s  
m e e t ,  b u t  a l w a y s  t h e  s t r a i n ,  
t h e  h u r r i e d  d i n n e r s  w i t h  
t h r o w - a w a y  n a p k i n s  w h i l e  t h e s e  
s t a y e d  p r e s s e d  a n d  f o l d e d  
i n  a  d r a w e r .  
U n t i l ,  s o o n e r  t h a n  w e  
h a d  i m a g i n e d ,  m y  f a t h e r  
w a s  d e a d ,  m y  m o t h e r  
k n e a d i n g  t h e  b e d c l o t h e s  
i n  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e .  
P e r h a p s  h e r  h a n d s  
s m o o t h i n g  t h o s e  s t a r c h e d  w h i t e  s h e e t s  
r e m e m b e r e d  
t h e  e l e g a n t  d i n n e r s  s h e  o n c e  
d r e a m e d  s h e  w o u l d  s e r v e .  
H e r e ,  n o w ,  i s  t h e  g r i e f  
o f  a l l  t h o s e  m i n u t e s  
t i c k e d  o u t  i n  s u b u r b s  
a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  p r o m i s e  
o f  e a s e  a n d  p l e n t y .  
A n d  h e r e  i s  l o v e ,  n o t  s c o o p e d ,  
b u t  p o r t i o n e d  p r e c i s e l y  
f o r  t h e  y e a r s  
t h a t  a  d a u g h t e r  m i g h t  r a i s e  
a  s o f t  c o t t o n  c l o t h  t o  h e r  m o u t h  
a f t e r  e v e r y  m e a l .  
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